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Whipped “Floating” Soap
Recipe WeightRecipe Weight 48 oz.

Size of Batch 11 /4.5 oz bars of soap

Category/Method Cold Process Soap

Time to Make 20 Minutes

Whipped Floating Soap Base Recipe

The object of this type of soap is to create a simple base bar that floats in the water. The oil base 
has air whipped into the recipe and is almost doubled in volume so that a 4 oz. bar will be less 
dense than the water. Any cold process recipe can be whipped, but when creating a whipped 
floating bar is it best to use about 80% hard oils with the hardest oils being the ost effective. Soft 
oils make the bar spongy and dissolve faster. Over all these bars appear bigger and dissolve faster 
than a normal more dense bar of soap. This is a great base for fun kid designs of to embed floating 
candles.
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Recipe:

Water 18.24 oz. 517 g.
Lye 6.2 oz. 176 g.
Lard 24 oz. 680 g.
Palm Shortening (Oil) 14.4 oz. 408 g.
Soybean Oil 4.8 oz. 136 g.
Castor Oil 2.4 oz. 78 g.
Cocoa Butter 2.4 oz. 78 g.
Fragrance Oil 1.5 oz. 43 g. 
Sugar 2 tsp. 2 tsp.

Ingredients ounces grams

 Instructions:
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 This recipe will make 11 large size circle cakes with plenty of soap left over for 
piping colors to decorate designs on the surface. If you do not have large circle 
molds, cut 11-12 long slices of card stock paper at a 2 inch width length wide 
down the sheet of paper. This will take 3 pieces of paper (with scrap left over) and 
you will end up with 11 slices 2 inches by 11 inches. Tape the edges so that you 
have a large card stock circle ring. These are your molds.

The recipe includes 3 lb. of oil and this is about the max size recipe that will fit in 
a standard kitchen aid mixer. The result will be large pieces of soap that will float 
in a bowl of water.

   Cover yourself in your safety protection. Glasses, gloves, and mask. Carefully 
pour the lye crystals into water, and stir until the crystals are completely dis-
solved. Add 2 tsp. of sugar. Set this aside to cool to room temperature. Place all 
of the oils except the cocoa butter into a mixing stand. Set this on the first setting 
and allow the hard oils to mix into the soybean oil. Melt the cocoa butter in the 
microwave and set this aside. Continue to mix the oils until the texture is light 
and fluffy. This will take several minutes.  When the lye water solution has set-
tled to room temperature, gently pour the lye water into the light fluffy oils and 
allow the soap to continue mixing.



Recipe Notes:
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        Next, pour the cocoa butter into the mixture. Allow this to be incorporated. 
Turn the mixing stand up if the action does not over flow the bowl. You have 
to keep an eye on this, because the volume will appear to constantly increase 
as more air is whipped into the mix.
    
Pour 1.5 oz. of Fragrance oil. Remove the bowl from the mixing stand and 
continue to mix with a stick blender. The oil is so light that you want to make 
sure that you get to the bottom of the bowl with the stick blender to incorpo-
rate any lye water that has settled at the bottom. Make sure this is fully mixed.

    Place the 11 paper rings on top of a cookie sheet lined in wax paper. Spoon 
the fluffy white soap into the paper mold at about 2 inches deep. If the soap is 
too liquid to stay inside the paper ring, then it has not been whipped enough, 
and needs more time in the stand mixer. If the soap lands inside the paper 
mold and stays in place the texture is perfect. Leave these for 24-48 hours to 
set up. When they become firm you can remove the paper molds simple by 
peeling them away and dispose of the paper scraps. Give these soap cakes 4 – 
6 weeks to cure.

 
 Note: These are large light weight soap cakes. They still need time to cure, but 
they may cure faster because the water can evaporate more easily with air whipped 
into the bar. Since floating soap appears to be large, but does not contain as much oil 
as a normal bar of the same size, these bars to not last as long in the bath or shower. 
They are typically novelty, and make great fun bath attractions for children, but they 
will dissolve faster than a normal bar of soap.



    

My Notes:


